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Inquiry Project 

What do you want to know? 
 

Research is an integral part in college and career readiness.  Students are expected to research a 

topic of their choice, write an informational essay, and potentially present their findings to the class.  

These inquiry projects offer student choice, while meeting research, writing, and presentation 

standards. 

 

Step One: Pose a question about something you are interested in that can be answered through 

research.  Use the following guidelines to assist you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Two: Develop a list of credible sources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The questions must be answerable. "What is the poem 'Dream Deferred' based on?" is 

answerable. "Why did Langston Hughes write it?" may be answerable if such information 

exists, or if you have some relevant and defensible opinions. "Why did he choose this 

particular word in line six?" is not answerable because the only person likely to know such 

a specific answer is Hughes himself, now deceased. 

 The answer cannot be a simple fact. "In what year was Lincoln killed?" doesn't make for a 

very compelling project because you can just look it up in any number of books or 

websites. "What factors caused the assassination attempt?" might be a good project 

because it will require research, interpretation, and analysis. 

 The answer can't already be known. "What is hip-hop music?" is a bit too straightforward 

and you are not likely to learn much more than you know already. "What musical styles 

does hip-hop draw from and how?" offers more opportunity for exploration. 

 The questions must have some objective basis for an answer. "Why is the sky blue?" can 

be answered through research. "Why did God make the sky blue?" cannot because it is a 

faith-based question. Both are meaningful, valid, real questions, but the latter isn't 

appropriate for an inquiry-based project. "What have people said about why God made 

the sky blue?" might be more appropriate. Likewise, "Why did the dinosaurs become 

extinct?" is ultimately unanswerable in that form because no humans were around to 

know for sure, but "What do scientists believe was the reason for their extinction?" or "What 

does the evidence suggest about the cause?" will work. Questions based on value 

judgments don't work for similar reasons. You can't objectively answer "Is Hamlet a better 

play than Macbeth?" because that would only be based on opinion, which is subjective. 

 The questions cannot be too personal. "Why do I love the poetry of W. B. Yeats?" might 

inspire some level of internal exploration, but in most cases that's not your most important 

goal. Get the kids to focus on external research instead. 
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POSE YOUR QUESTION HERE: 

 

 

 

 

Approved  

 

 

 

Step Two: Develop a list of credible sources – research you can trust to be accurate.  Use the 

library and/or the internet to search for at least two sources that can help you answer 

your question.  Use the following guidelines to assist you. 

 

CREDIBLE NOT CREDIBLE 

 Books from the non-fiction section 

of the library 

 Articles (newspaper/magazine) by 

authors respected and well-known 

in their specific fields that include 

citations 

 Materials published in the last ten 

years (when more recent 

information is available) 

 Websites:  The more information 

available, the more credible the 

Website. 

o There is a specific author 

o The audience is clear  

o The purpose is informative; 

not biased 

o The information is regularly 

updated  

o Look for websites ending in 

.edu and .gov (affiliated 

with universities and 

government agencies)  

 

 Books from the fiction section of the 

library 

 Articles (newspaper/magazine) by 

authors without credentials in their 

specific field that and/or without 

citations 

 Materials published over 15 years 

ago or that have theories that are 

clearly out-of-date 

 Websites:  The less information 

available, the less credible the 

Website. 

o There is no specific author 

o The audience is unclear 

o The purpose is argumentative 

(persuasive); biased  

o The website is not regularly 

updated  
o Websites with information not 

from a university or 

government agency may be 

unreliable 

 Blogs, Facebook posts, or other self-

authored sites are not credible 

 

 

Use the following pages of information to help conduct and cite your research. 
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Quick Directions for KYVL Research 

 Go to the Jessie Clark Middle School Website:  http://www.jessieclark.fcps.net 

 Click on Media Center tab at the top and then click Research Tools tab. 

 Click on KYVL icon (at the top). 

 

 From the KYVL page, look on the left at the red “students” box and click Middle School 

Students. 

 Click on the Student Research Center icon to start your research. 

 

 Go down to the “Limit your results” section and check the “Full Text” box. THIS IS SO 

IMPORTANT! YOU HAVE TO DO THIS STEP! 

 After you check the box, then go back to the top and in the “Find” box, type in the legend 

topic you have chosen. Then click the orange SEARCH button. 

 When you get to the research page with all of your results, go to the “Sort by” drop-down box.  

 Choose “Relevance” to narrow down your search.  

 Scan your options and decide what you want to use!  Read the abstracts to determine if the 

entire article is worth using.  Click on “PDF Full Text” if you want to see the entire article. 

 SAVE your choices in your folder (you must be logged in to your personal account) or EMAIL 

them to yourself (you must be sure to correctly type your address). 

 DON’T FORGET TO CITE ANY ARTICLE YOU USE! 

o Click on “Print” and select the button for “Citation Format” and choose “MLA” from the 

drop-down box. 

o Click on the gray “Print” icon and then select “Cancel” (no pages are allowed to 

actually be printed at school). 

o Copy and Paste the citation into a word document or write it in your research guide 

EXACTLY as it appears on the screen.  

  To Access KYVL from HOME 

Username: fayette001 

Password: corgis77 
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MLA Citatiions 

It is essential that you cite any sources in your work; if you do not, you are plagiarizing someone else’s 

work.  Plagiarizing is not a wise decision because you are not gaining any knowledge by cheating – it 

is simply unethical, not to mention illegal in some cases – and you will not earn any credit for the 

assignment!  To demonstrate where you received your ideas, quotes, stories, or anything that is not 

intellectually yours, you need to cite it!  That means citing it in a “Work Cited” page at the end of the 

essay and within the text (paragraphs) itself.  The in-text citations are important so that when 

someone reads that passage and is interested in learning more or wants to check the validity, the 

citation tells them where (source) on the “Works Cited” page to find more information.   

 

In-Text Citations 

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name 

and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, 

and a complete reference should appear on the “Works Cited” page. The author's name may 

appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the 

page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For 

example: 

 Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful 

feelings" (263).  

 Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

(Wordsworth 263). 

 Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263). 

[Notice that the period ends the sentence AFTER the parentheses.] 
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“Works Cited” page 

The final page of your informational essay should list all of the sources from which you took research.  

Label the page “Works Cited” in the top center.  Then follow the basic rules below depending on 

your sources. [Note: Below is just a quick reference guide.  You should also use page R3 in your 

agenda, the KYVL citations, and The Citation Machine website 

(http://citationmachine.net/index2.php).  This website will create a citation for you to use!] 

 Book 

Okuda, Michael, and Denise Okuda. Star Trek Chronology: The History of the Future. New York: 

Pocket, 1993.  

 Journal Article 

Wilcox, Rhonda V. "Shifting Roles and Synthetic Women in Star Trek: The Next Generation."  Studies in 

Popular Culture. 13.2 (1991): 53-65.  

 Newspaper or Magazine Article 

Di Rado, Alicia. "Trekking through College: Classes Explore Modern Society Using the World of Star 

Trek." Los Angeles Times 15 Mar. 1995: A3.  

 Website 

Lynch, Tim. "DSN Trials and Tribble-ations Review." Psi Phi: Bradley's Science Fiction Club. 1996. Bradley 

University. 8 Oct. 1997 <http://www.bradley.edu/campusorg/psiphi/DS9/ep/503r.html>.  

 Photograph 

Last Name, First Name. Photograph Title. Year Created. Museum/Collection Name, City. Website Title. 

Medium. Date Accessed. 

 

WRITE THE MLA CITATION FOR EACH SOURCE HERE: 

 

 

 

 

 

Approved    
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Step Three: Take notes from your sources and look for patterns of information.  Determine the 

relevance of your findings and decide which information will be included in your essay.  

Organize information into categories that make sense to you based on your unique 

topic and research. 

 

 [Note: The “Ideas to Consider” are vague and not intended to all be addressed.  Some 

will not be relevant to your topic.  You may also need to consider other ideas that you 

develop on your own.] 

 

Ideas to Consider Notes 

 What is the 

significance of the 

topic? 

 

 How would you 

describe the topic? 

 What important 

history do you need 

to discuss about your 

topic?  

 

 When, where, why 

did the topic begin?  

Who started it? What 

is it based on? 

 

 What was happening 

in the rest of the 

world at the time? 

 What allusions exist 

about your topic? 

 Why is your topic still 

relevant (popular/ 

important) in today’s 

society? 

 Is your topic still 

remembered or 

honored in some 

way? How? 

 Do you have any 

personal experiences 

related to your topic? 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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Ideas to Consider Notes 

[add your own here] 

 

 - 

 - 

 - 

 - 

 - 

 - 

 - 

 - 

 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________ 
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IDENTIFY CATEGORIES OF INFORMATION THAT MAY BE DEVELOPED INTO BODY PARAGRAPHS HERE: 

[Note: These categories will each likely be only a word or short phrase.] 

 

1) 

 

2) 

 

3) 

 

Others … 

 

 

 

Approved   

[Note: Approval will not be granted if notes pages above are not complete.] 

 

 

 

 

 

Step Four: Write a draft of your informational essay in your own words – without using your notes.  

This helps avoid plagiarism.  Use the outline on the following pages to assist you as 

needed. 

 

 [Note: The “Supporting Evidence” section in each Body Paragraph should be 

paraphrased in your own words during the first draft.] 
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Guided Informational Outline 

  

Introduction Paragraph 

LEAD – First sentences that hook the reader and provide the topic.  The lead could be an anecdotal 

story, a quote, a rhetorical question, an example or anything to grab the reader’s attention and 

identify what the essay will be about.  Do not use any form of the following phrases: “I am going to 

write about…” – “This essay is about…” – “I will tell you…” – etc…  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THESIS – The focus and point of your entire essay. It is not a summary of everything you are going to 

write about.  It is one sentence that ends the introduction paragraph clearly stating the main points 

(usually in a parallel style). 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Body 1 Paragraph 

Paragraph Topic Sentence(s) – States what this paragraph is all about and helps directly prove a part 

of your thesis. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Evidence for your topic sentence(s) – Based on RESEARCH 
Use quotes and in-text citations in the final draft. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transition to next paragraph topic. 
See list of transition examples following this outline to assist you as needed. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Body 2 Paragraph 

Paragraph Topic Sentence(s) – States what this paragraph is all about and helps directly prove a part 

of your thesis. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Evidence for your topic sentence(s) – Based on RESEARCH 
Use quotes and in-text citations in the final draft. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transition to next paragraph topic. 
See list of transition examples following this outline to assist you as needed. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Body 3 Paragraph 

Paragraph Topic Sentence(s) – States what this paragraph is all about and helps directly prove a part 

of your thesis. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Supporting Evidence for your topic sentence(s) – Based on RESEARCH 
Use quotes and in-text citations in the final draft. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transition to next paragraph topic. 
See list of transition examples following this outline to assist you as needed. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Conclusion Paragraph 

Rephrasing (not direct rewording) of Thesis  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Restatements of supporting evidence without providing new information. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion Statement – Last sentence(s) that leave the reader with something to think about or do!  

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Approved   

 

 

 

 

Transitions Examples: 

 

Agreement of an idea Opposition of an idea Examples/ Evidence 

In the first place… In contrast… As an illustration… 

As a matter of fact… On the other hand… For example… 

Equally important… Although… Another key point… 

Additionally… Instead… To demonstrate… 

Furthermore… Then again… For instance… 

In addition… In reality… To emphasize… 

Likewise… However, the opposition 

states…. 

According to…. 

Not to mention… On the contrary… To clarify… 
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Step Five: Revise your draft to include specific supporting evidence from your notes.  Be sure to 

follow citation rules for any information quoted directly from your sources.   

 

[Note: Final pieces must be typed – Times New Roman, double-spaced, size 12. Use a 

title and a byline at the top center of the first page and a “Works Cited” page should 

be included as the last page.] 

 

 

Step Six: [Optional for Extra Credit]  Prepare a presentation to share your findings with the class.  

You may be as creative as you’d like!  Your classmates will rank all presentations in 

order to determine the points possible.  Presentations will occur during the last week of 

school. 
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